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prior approvals and disapprovals have a large influence. Still
more effective is the fact that unless an individual acts in the
way current in his group, he is literally out of it. He can
associate with others on intimate and equal terms only by
behaving in the way in which they behave. The pressure
that comes from the fact that one is let into the group action
by acting in one way and shut out by acting in another way is
unremitting. What is called the effect of imitation is mainly
the product of conscious instruction and of the selective in-
fluence exercised by the unconscious confirmations and ratifica-
tions of those with whom one associates.
Suppose that some one rolls a ball to a child; he catches it
and rolls it back, and the game goes on. Here the stimulus
is not just the sight of the ball, or the sight of the other roll-
ing it. It is the situation — the game which is playing. The
response is not merely rolling the ball back; it is rolling it
back so that the other one may catch and return it, — that
the game may continue. The ' pattern' or model is not the
action of the other person. The whole situation requires
that each should adapt his action in view of what the other
person has done and is to do. Imitation may come in but its
r61e is subordinate. The child has an interest on his own
account; he wants to keep it going. He may then note how
the other person catches and holds the ball in order to improve
his own acts. He imitates the means of doing, not the end or
thing to be done. And he imitates the means because ho
wishes, on Ms own behalf, as part of his own initiative, to tukc
an effective part in the game. One has only to consider how
completely the child is dependent from Ms earliest days for
successful execution of his purposes upon fitting his acts into
those of others to see what a premium is put upon behaving
as others behave, and of developing an understanding of
them in order that he may so behave. The pressure for
h'kemindedness in action from this source is so great that it
is quite superfluous to appeal to imitation.

